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  “Help in time of need” 
 

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need.”-Hebrews 4:14-16 

 I have to admit that one of the more difficult parts of being a servant of 

Christ as a pastor is not always having answers to the pains of life.  I was confronted with 
one of those times yesterday, as I sat with someone waiting for their spouse to get out 
of surgery.  We talked for quite a while and after sometime, the person began to open 
up about some real hurts in their life.  I heard about a pretty serious evil done to them 
as a child.  I heard about a very strained relationship they had with a loved one who hurt 
them badly with their words.  They shared about the pains of recent health struggles, as 
well as the health struggles of their spouse.   
 As a pastor, I couldn’t help but think, why all this hurt in this person’s life?  
They are the questions we can never fully answer in this life.  Oh sure, there is the 
answer that we live in a sinful, fallen world, which is ultimately the answer for the hurts 
of this life, but I know it is an answer that doesn’t provide much comfort.  We can know 
death happens because of Adam’s choice of sin, but it doesn’t answer the question as to 
why death has to come to a certain person when it does?   We can know disease wasn’t 
God’s intention for this earth, but we can still struggle as to why it has to hit our loved 
one.  Sure we can know it is not God making people do evil things, but it is still hard to 
understand why that evil thing has to happen to someone we love or to ourselves.   
 They are the questions I wish I had the answers too.  However, I can give 
you the answer that Your Father in heaven directs us too when we face those hurts of 
life.   The answer found in those words from Hebrews above that while we may feel 
alone in the hurts of life and not understand them, there is one to which we can turn 
who really does understand and cares.  It is the great high priest, the great intercessor, 
God the Father sent for us.  His one and only Son, Jesus. 



 Jesus came to be the kind of high priest for us who didn’t just make sacrifices of 
animals for our sins, like the Old Testament priests, but actually sacrificed himself so you could 
know God the Father’s love and concern for you.  He went through the heavens on our behalf, 
meaning He bridged the gap between His Father and humanity in coming to us and living 
among us, so He actually knows the human hurt we feel in life because He went through it 
himself.   
 He knows what it is like to experience shear bodily pain.  He knows what it is like 
to be rejected by people who should have loved him.  He knows what it is like to be betrayed 
and severely hurt by the evil of this world.  He can in the words of Hebrews, “sympathize with 
our weaknesses”, and our temptations because He faced them and experienced them himself. 
 He did it that you might know, even in the times when it is so hard to see and 
feel, how much God cares for you and loves you.  He did it to provide for you a peace in this life 
that even when the hurts and trials in our life can seem so numerous and heavy that we are not 
alone in them but that in the words of Hebrews, we can have confidence to draw near to Christ 
on his throne of grace in prayer and petition to receive His mercy and grace to help in time of 
need.   
 Jesus wants you to know that He knows what you are going through and that 
you have a helper and counselor in Him.  Sure, you may not literally see his helping hand at 
work for you, but know it is there.  You may not always see or feel the mercy and grace He is 
providing when our hurts linger or our prayers seem unanswered, but know His silence doesn’t 
mean He isn’t listening or doesn’t care because He does.  He cared enough to suffer and die for 
you so you could have the promise of an eternity free from pain and suffering in Him, and that 
is all you really need to know to remember you aren’t alone in your hurts.  You have a faithful 
high priest to help in time of need and His name is Jesus.  Amen.   

     Pastor Chris  

                  
 
  

 Worshipped                Communed                  Offerings 
                   2018        2017                     2018     2017  2018    2017 
Dec.      31 136              118     99           93                          $ 9256      $ 9735 
Jan.         7 196              160   149         126    5213         4385 
Jan.       14 171              157   122         121                             6293         5420 
Jan.       21 170              170                           129         132      5490         4286 
 
Averages 168               151   124          118                           $ 6563     $ 5956 
    



 
 
 
 

     January was a mix of wintry weather, and in preschool we learned many snowy things! The 4 
year old class read a book called “Snowmen at Night”, made snowmen  and even made their 
own guesses about what a snowman might actually do at night. The 3 year old class made 
popcorn snowmen-YUM-.Next we learned about Penguins, and all there was to learn about 
them. We made igloos, and we got a chance to create our own igloos our of marshmallows. 
 

     The 3 year old class worked on something special for when we sing in church. Which will be 
on Sunday February 11th at the 9:00am service. 
 

     The 4 year old class learned about classification: mammals, reptiles and birds who decide to 
stay around for the winter. The 4 year old class too a field trip to River Bend and even though 
there wasn’t much snow to find animal tracks we had a great but chilly time. 
 

     Both classes also spent time making special Valentines for a nursing home as part of 
Lutheran Schools week and both classes worked on a special project for Fathers night. 
 

     Our Jesus time in January picked up right where we left off in December: with Jesus as a 
baby…no longer in a stable and no longer a newborn. The children were excited to learn about 
Jesus when he was a child like them. When Jesus grew up he performed many miracles -  we 
learned how he helped a blind man see and how Jesus fed 5000 people with only 5 loves of 
bread and 2 fish- with food leftover-it is amazing what God can do! 
 
 

REGISTRATION:  Beginning February 1, registrations will be accepted for the 2018-2019 
preschool programs from current and alumni preschool and childcare families and members of 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. To register and hold a spot for your child for next school 
year, you will need to complete a registration form and pay a nonrefundable registration fee. 
Please note: after March 1st, registration is open to the community and taken on a first come 
basis. 

 
Jesus Time  

is a very special and important part 
of the day at our center. Each week 

a Bible story, it’s theme, and 
important Bible words are learned. 

 
“Train up a child in the way he 

should go, and wen he is old, he will 
not depart from it” 

Proverbs 22:6 
 •Don’t forget to like us on 

Facebook! 



                      Men’s Bible Breakfast 
Will be held on Saturday February 17th at 9 am. 
All men of our congregation are invited for a bible study,  
Fellowship, and breakfast of course. Hope to see you there, 
And bring a friend.   

ADMIRALS HOCKEY GAME 
We are trying to get a group together to go to an Admirals Hockey 
Game. The date will be Friday March 9th for the 7:00 pm game. Our 

Admirals will be playing the Chicago Wolves. Cost is $14.00 per 
ticket (additional cost for parking in structure).  

If you would like to join the group, please sign-up on the sheet on 
the Welcome Center. 

CHILI COOKOFF 
Do You have a great recipe for chili, or just enjoy 

eating it, well we have the event  
for you! 

On Saturday February 24th, we will be having a 
chili cook-off here at Prince of Peace, 

immediately following our 4:00 Service. 
If you would like to enter the contest, please 
sign-up on the sheet on the Welcome Center, 

otherwise, come and enjoy the chili’s and help 
us pick the winner! 

  WEEKEND TO REMEMBER 
                                         Great Marriages Don’t Just Happen. 
Weekend to Remember is a getaway that equips couples with practical tools and 
resources. Don’t just survive, discover a marriage that THRIVES! 
Date:            March 2-4, 2018 
Place:           Chicago (Lincolnshire) 
Group Name:   POPRacine 
(to register go to weekend to remember.com. Join our group to save $100.00 per 
couple!) 
When you attend the retreat, you have 3 options for lodging. 1). Marriott Resort (WTR of 
$120.00 per night, 2). Another Hotel you can find, or 3). drive home each day if necessary.  



YOUTH NEWS 
On Sunday February 11th, after bible study (11:15 am) there will be a 

Youth/Parents meeting. The meeting will go until 12:30 pm with pizza and a 
youth gathering to follow. All youth and their parents are encouraged to 
come to this meeting, and youth to stay for pizza, games, and fellowship. 

 
SUPERBOWL SUBS 

If you ordered a sub(s) for your Superbowl party, or meal, they can be picked 
up after the 4:00 Saturday Service, and after the 9:00 Sunday Service. 

Thanks from your POP Youth!  

 
 

Lenten Schedule 
Wednesday February 14th  

@ 3:00 & 6:30 pm 
Ash Wednesday 

~ 
Wednesday February 21st 

@6:30 pm 
Lent I Service 

~ 
Wednesday February 28th 

@6:30 pm 
Lent II Service 

Please join us for a Lenten supper before 
each service. The suppers are sponsored 
by several church boards, and will begin 

at 5:15pm. 

 
 

Voters Meeting 
There will be a 

quarterly voter’s 
meeting held on 
Sunday February 
25th immediately 

following our 9:00 
service. All voting 

members are 
encouraged to 

attend. 

Couples Night 
All couples are invited to join us on 
Friday February  16th from 6:30 8:30 
pm for an evening  of learning God’s 

Word, games, and fellowship. 



Lutherans For Life 
 
 
February 4 – Epiphany V  
 Hearts struggle and suffer when Satan suggests death to them (Mark 1:32). Often 
they feel “[m]y way is hidden from the Lord” and believe “my right is disregarded 
by my God” (Isaiah 40:27). With empathy like Apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 9:19-22), 
imitating Lord Jesus, we have been healed to intercede. We can approach and 
assist knowing that His wings of forgiveness and everlasting resurrection (Isaiah 
40:28-31) will likewise lift them from their afflictions. Prayer: Loving God, include 
us in Your servanthood that increases strength to the powerless. Amen. 
 
February 11 – Transfiguration of Our Lord  
 Jesus radiates the glory of God among human beings humbled by sinful 
brokenness. This glory consists not in a certain age or a particular appearance or a 
specific ability but in God’s love for us creatures as His children. Let us behold this 
glory embodied in the least of these and remind neighbors of their eternal 
worth. Prayer: Holy Son of God, lead us to listen and mimic You in respecting, 
protecting, advocating, and assisting. Amen. 
 
February 18 – Lent I  
 The only death necessary to save life is Christ’s. God sacrificed His Son so that no 
others would have to slaughter theirs (Genesis 22:12-13). Jesus also resisted (Mark 
1:13) Satan’s quick-fix temptation to suicide (jumping from the temple). What He’s 
done for you, He does in you – enduring, escaping, overcoming. Because of this, 
you can receive even physical difficulty as a good gift from the loving Heavenly 
Father (James 1:17). Prayer: Heavenly Father, deliver us from our efforts to deliver 
ourselves. Amen. 
 
February 25 – Lent II  
 Some among us seek to sidestep suffering by being ashamed of Jesus’ words 
(Mark 8:32, 38) about life issues. But sharing in His cross has a hopeful purpose 
because it leads to eternal life (Mark 8:31, 35). Christ prevails with grace for those 
who are weak (Romans 5:6). So we rejoice even in our sorrows (Romans 5:3-5) and 
join others in theirs. Prayer: Dear Christ, take up our crosses that we may ease the 
burdens of the weak. Amen. 



February 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 

6:30 

Bd/Meetings 
 

 

2 3 

8 to 10:30 

Stephen Ministry 

Training Class 
 

10:00 Elder’s Meeting 
 

Worship/Communion 

4:00 pm 

(Patzer Baptism) 
 

Super bowl Subs can 

be picked up after 

service 

4 
Worship/Communion 

9:00 am 
 

Super Bowl Subs can 

be picked up after 

service 
 

Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Education Hour 

10:15 
 

11:00 Praise Service 

5 

6:00 Mom’s 

Bible Study 

 
 

 

 

6 

Bible Study 

11:00 am 
 

6:30 Choir 

Practice 
 

 

 

7 
 

6:00 

Confirmation 
 

6:00 Pickle Ball 
 

6:30 Women’s 

Bible Study At 

Tracie Ratz’s 

 

8 

6:30 Council 

Meeting 
 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

10 

8 to 10:30 a.m. 

Stephen Ministry 

Training Class 
 

Worship/Communion 

4:00 pm 

11 
Worship/Communion 

9:00 am 
 

Preschool Sunday 
 

Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Education Hour 

10:15 a.m. 
 

11:15 Youth/Parent 

Meeting 

12:30 to 2:00 Youth 

Gathering 
 

12 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

13 

Bible Study 

11:00 am 
 

6:30 Choir 

Practice 
 
 

14 

5:15 Lenten 

Supper 
 

3:00 & 6:30 pm 

 Ash 

Wednesday 

Services 

15 
 

 

16 

Couples 

Night 

6:30 to 8:30 

pm 

17 

8 to 10:30 a.m. 

Stephen Ministry 

Training Class 
 

9:00 Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 
 

Worship/Communion 

4:00 pm 

18 
Worship/Communion 

9:00 am 
 

Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Family Education 

Hour 

10:15 a.m. 

19 

6:00 Mom’s 

Bible Study 

 

20 
 

Voting at POP 
 

Bible Study 

11:00 am 
 

6:30 Choir 

Practice 
 

21 

5:15 Lenten 

Supper 
 

6:30 Lenten 

Service 

22 

Stephen Ministry 

Mtg. 6:00 pm 

23 24 

8 to 10:30 a.m. 

Stephen Ministry 

Training Class 
 

Worship/Communion 

4:00 pm 
 

5:00 PM 

Chili Cook-off! 

25 
Worship/Communion 

9:00 am 
 

Voter’s Meeting 
 

Fellowship 
 

Family Education 

Hour 

26 
     

 

 

 

 

     

27 
Bible Study 

11:00 am 
 

6:30 Choir 

Practice 
 

28 

5:15 Lenten 

Supper 
 

6:30 Lenten 

Service 
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