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January 2026 NEWSLETTER

“] lift up my eyes”

Ah, another New Year is upon us and | think for all of us we are looking for a great way to

start this New Year. Well, | have a suggestion for you. Begin the new year with prayer, and
specifically begin the New Year with the words of Psalm 121.

It begins like this, “I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My
help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” A great way to start 2026 is
starting it by lifting up your eyes to the heavens and acknowledging where your help and
provision will come from in this New Year. Remind yourself through this Psalm that it will come
from the Lord, who made all the blessings we will have in this New Year as the maker of the
heavens and the earth.

Then pray, “He will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.” Acknowledge that it will be
the Lord who will keep you safe and on the right paths in 2026 as He neither slumbers or
sleeps. He will be your ever-watchful guardianin 2026.

Then pray, “The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on yourright hand. The
sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.” The word “keeper” means
“guardian”, such as a shepherd guarding His sheep. As we enter this new year with fears and
worries, remember who is your guardian through it. The Lord is your shade and comfort as you
maybe go through some sweltering days of temptation and trial in 2026. He, as Your Good
Shepherd, will guide you as His sheep.

Then pray, “The Lord will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life. The Lord will
keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.” Remember
who is Your protector against the evil one and his ways in 2026. Continue to pray to the Lord
those words, “Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.” They are words that we
can never pray enough as we head into another year.

Because for hopefully all of us, we all hope for plenty of “going out” and “comingin”in
this New Year and remember who will keep you under His care through all of it. Itis the Lord,
your helper.

Therefore, if you are looking for a great way to start 2026, pray this prayer of Psalm 121
and let the words of it remind you of this. You do not go into this New Year and its challenges
alone. You have a helper, so lift up your eyes to Him, who made heaven and earth. Amen.

Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Chris



Worshipped Communed Offering

2025 2024 2025 2024 2025 2024
December1 N/A 155 N/A 88 N/A 5934
December7 186 152 149 86 11,018 7730
December 14 185 177 149 141 6800 5520
December21 186 150 150 143 6832 7031
December 28 151 153 126 N/A 4808 5389
Averages 177 157 144 92 7365 6320

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR JANUARY

During January the food pantry is requesting
the following items:

Side Dishes Bar Soap :
10 oz. Cans of Tomato Soup Toilet Paper FEED THE
15 oz. Cans of Mixed Fruit HUNGRY

They could also use clean, lightly used plastic shopping bags and brown paper grocery bags,
2026 Calendars, Greeting Cards, Cookbooks, and religious books, especially for children.
Thank you for all the support of the Food Pantry in November. In the two days before
Thanksgiving, we were able to serve 169 families, a total of 614 people, food for their holiday
meals. Without the help of local churches, schools, and individuals we would not be able to
serve as many clients, and we are grateful for all the support!
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Ty L ﬁh Chair Yoga will resume on Tuesday, January 6".

NEW PHONE DIRECTORY
There is a new 2026 phone directory available. It is located next to the
offering envelopes in the Narthex hallway. If you see something that
needs updating, please call the church office.

Church
Directory




WOMEN OF WORTH
The WOW meetings are starting up again — they will be

on the 2" Saturday of the month. C\'(/OMEN
The first meeting will be on \(
OrN,

January 10t at 10:00 am.

RIT
If you would like more information please C.%\V%IE"H&D

contact Erika Skuhra at 262-930-3771.

AMAZING GRAYS SENIOR LUNCHEONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025
THRU MAY 2026

Amazing Grays is held from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm on the third Wednesday of the month
from September thru May. Meals are free to all Seniors, though a freewill offering is
accepted. Entertainment is also provided and varies each month.

Raymond Community Church, 8217 West 6 Mile Road, (Hwy G), will host on:
11/19, 01/21, 3/18, and 5/20.
North Cape Lutheran Church, 2644 Raynor Avenue, (Hwy 45), will host on:
12/17, 02/18, and 4/15.
For more information please call 262-835-2157 or email: ugcrcc@gmail.com

PRINCE OF PEACE BOOK NOOK

Do you love to read, and have books that you would like
to recycle? Please drop them off for others to enjoy!

All appropriate books are welcome. If you see a book
you would like to read, we ask for $1.00

donation. All proceeds will be used for church repairs.

TIME & TALENT SHEETS

We invite you to participate in the life and
ministry of our church.

We ask that you prayerfully consider filling
out the Time & Talent Survey.

Sheets are located on the tables by the
marked boxes in the Narthex.
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Scrip —Youth Group Fundraiser:

Gift Card (Scrip) Orders - due Sunday noon January 18 gerip
Get gift cards for Valentine’s Day or for everyday expenses and Giﬂ oardi_
help our church’s youth at the same time. Available cards include ,//_’:;”

Kohls, Target, Walmart, Best Buy, Office Depot, Amazon, Home

Depot, Menards, Pick N Save, Festival, Walgreens, Kwik Trip, BP,

Speedway, Panera, Starbucks, & more. Place pre-paid orders in offering by Sunday,
January 18 by noon to get cards the following week. All proceeds help the POP youth
for National gathering. Order forms in narthex. Questions, contact Gina Janke, 262-
880-6207 or gmaiorana@aol.com

JANUARY
1/18 1/23
(Valentine’s Day) / /
FEBRUARY 2/22 2/27
MARCH
3/22 3/27
(Easter) / /

“Scrip order due — Sunday, January 23

***All cards listed on www.raiseright.com***

Electronic cards & reloads available via mobile app, see QR code or
https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enroliCode=3A4C8ABB18119



mailto:gmaiorana@aol.com
https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=3A4C8ABB18119

Winter Retreat: February 20-22

An Unforgettable Weekend for 6th—12th Grade Students

This February, our students are invited to step away from the busyness of
everyday life and join us for an exciting Winter Retreat at Great Oaks Camp in
Lacon, lllinois! From Friday, February 20 through Sunday, February 22,
students in 6th—12th grade will enjoy a weekend packed with fun, growth,
and meaningful time with God and each other.

The retreat will include high-energy activities like high ropes swinging in the
trees, extreme group games, night hikes, and even a talent show night.
Students will also have time to slow down through quiet Bible study, prayer,
and reflection—learning how to grow in their faith while building deeper
friendships. And of course, there will be great food, great snacks, great
sleeping, and great fun—snow or shine!

We will leave Friday at 4:30 pm from Prince of Peace and return Sunday at
3:00 pm. The cost is $80 per student, due Friday, February 6 (students will
need money for dinner on Friday and lunch on Sunday).

Why go?

This retreat is designed to help students:
eSpend intentional time in God’s Word
eDevelop and strengthen their prayer life
eGrow as fully devoted followers of Jesus
*Build friendships and leadership skills
eHave a whole lot of fun in the process!

RSVP by Friday, January 30 to Karli Luchterhand. Space is limited, so don’t
wait!

This weekend is a powerful opportunity for students to be encouraged,
challenged, and refreshed—spiritually and relationally. We hope to see many
of our students there!




Who:
What:

When:

Cost:

Where:

RSVP:

Winter Retreat - February 20-22

Email Karli Luchterhand (karli.luchterhand.pop@gmail.com)

6"~ 12" graders

High Ropes Swinging in the Trees

Team Building and Personal Growth

Talent Show Night

Human Slot Machine

Extreme Fun Games and Night Hikes

Great Food, Great Snacks, Great Sleeping, Great Fun!
Quiet Time for Bible Study and Chilling like an Ice Cube
Snow or Shine - We are going to do all of this!

Leave Friday, February 20 at 4:30 pm from Prince of Peace
Return to Prince of Peace on Sunday, February 22 at 3:00 pm

$80/student (due Friday, February 6)
Plus dinner on Friday and Lunch on Sunday

Great Oaks Camp (Lacon, IL - 30 minutes north of Peoria)

3% hours South (We will eat on the way down on Friday) S
Friday, January 30 to Karli Luchterhand (karli.luchterhand.pop@gmail.com)

Learn!

Spend time in God’s Word Have fun!

Develop your prayer life Grow in friendships

Grow as fully devoted followers of God Develop leadership skills

This weekend we hope to build up the students and develop their relationships with Jesus and each other!
This is a great weekend to have some exciting fun and do some personal growth at the same time.
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Drop in event, no registration required




Bible Study Opportunities

Sunday Morning Bible Class:
Offered both in-person and online through Zoom at 10:30
a.m. The link is sent in email. Topic: “Our Amazing Savior:
Studying the Miracles of Jesus.”

Tuesday Morning Bible Class:

Meets at church at 11:00 a.m. Studying the Gospel of John.
Tuesday Evening Adult Confirmation Class

This class is for all who would like to learn more about the
Christian faith, which can lead to membership in our church.
If interested, join us on Tuesday nights from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
First class begins on January 6,

Friday Men’s Bible Study:
9:30 a.m. every Friday at Prince of Peace. We are studying
the book of Romans.

Saturday Men’s Breakfast Bible Study:

Meets every 3 Saturday of the month at 8:00 am.

The Topic: “Blessed is the Man...”-A Study of select Psalms.
Next Study is January 17th.

WOW (Women of Worth) Women’s Fellowship/Study

Group
Every 2"d Saturday of the Month there will be a gathering for

women called “Women of Worth.” It consists of
study/devotion, fellowship, food, and prayer. The gathering
will be January 10t at 10:00 am.




Preschool & Childcare

EXREKEFELE

January News from Child Care

__UPCOMING _
E|v|EIN|T S,

January 15" & 16t — Field Trips to Racine Gymnastics
January 19t — Center Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 26! thru the 30t — Lutheran Schools Week (Dress-Up Days)
February 15t — Sing in Church at the 9:00 am Service
(Children need to be here by 8:30 am)

If you would like more information for these events please contact Karla.

THANK YOU for you generosity, cookies and support for our big (7‘9 ﬂ)
December fundraisers! We raised over $6500 from the Cookie Walk e{b
and Silent Auction. The money will be used to buy new gym equipment C/L

for our center as well as provide for our day-to-day needs. ’

SNOW DAYS During the coming months of winter, we may close school due to the
snowy or cold weather. To find out if we will be closed, listen to the radio or watch the
news. If Racine Unified School District has called off school due to the weather — we
will automatically be closed as well.

Take careful note of the special days, and days closed, on the Center Calendar. Also,
note that holiday breaks may be slightly different than Racine Unified’s
although we try to follow their schedule fairly closely.

There are several spots open in 4K and childcare for the 2024-2025 school year. If interested, contact Carla Abel by
phone at 262-639-1277 or email at poppscc.racine@gmail.com



mailto:poppscc.racine@gmail.com

Lutherans For Life

January 4 (Christmas 2)

God used Joseph, who adopted Jesus as his own son (Luke 2:41), to care for our
Lord as He (Jesus) mysteriously lived a perfectly human life as our substitute.
Through Jesus, God has now adopted us as His own children and has promised
us an eternal inheritance in His kingdom (Ephesians 1:5, 11). Christians should be
encouraged to likewise consider and promote adoption as a godly way to
preserve and care for the lives of God's precious children and bring them into His
kingdom.

January 11 (Baptism of our Lord)

Jesus was baptized to “fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15), that all whom God
created and gave breath to (Isaiah 42:5) might be baptized into His death and
resurrection and have everlasting life (Romans 6:4-5). Living in that new life in
Christ and dying to sin (Romans 6:7-8) means that we are to cherish all life the
way God does, caring about our neighbor’s physical life and wellbeing, as well as
their everlasting life in Christ.

January 18 (Epiphany 2)

Life issues (abortion, suicide, sexual identity, physician-assisted suicide to name a
few) can often be the result of a person trying to solve their own problems or
fulfill their own needs instead of relying upon the Lord to help them. The
appearance of our Lord as the sacrificial Lamb of God (John 1) reminds us that
God is always faithful (Isaiah 49:7), even at the cost of His own blood. By faith in
Christ, we can and should wait patiently for the Lord (Psalm 40:1) and make Him
our trust (Psalm 40:4) in any and every situation, and we should invite our
neighbors to do the same.

January 25 (Epiphany 3)

Abortion and assisted suicide are often followed by crushing amounts of guilt
and shame. While the Church rightly teaches that these are sins against God and
neighbor, may we never forget that Christ has sent us to preach the Gospel,
which is the power of God unto salvation (1 Corinthians 1:17-18). In Christ, “there
will be no gloom for her who was in anguish,” (Isaiah 9:1), for He has come in the
fulfillment of His promises, bringing the Kingdom of God near to us (Matthew
4:14-17), that all who repent and believe in Him can take shelter in the Lord
(Psalm 27:5).

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT NOW MORE THAN EVER




January Birthdays
4 David Janke

5 Penny Koeppler

5 Jeff Lambrecht

6 Larry Harris

8 Dale Singstock
9
9

Annabelle Brissey
Mikayla Mills
10 Tracie Ratz
10 Erika Skuhra
11 Lochlann Laird
12 Colplen Kilb
13 Deborah Paget
15 Laura Milton
16 Katelyn Shipler
17 Jennifer Ludvigsen
18 Sheri Harris
19 Barb Matz
20 Daniel Hay
21 Eric Davidson . m
21 Betty Kulas Oz ) Q\
24 Jerry Engwis > A
26 Easton Charpentier “: O // /
27 Nathan Abel x | ('l\lAP PY & \
27 Mary Ann Reading '- /7/‘ AN NIVER SAR /
27 Kevin Rydzik >
28 Andrew Mahnke
29 Tom Guziewicz

\i

30 Riley Durik January Anniversaries
30 Veronica Durik 4 Michael & Katie Leiber
30 Julianne Hlavka 6 Joe & Patricia Herron

30 Kennedy Pittsley 8 Darin & Angela Arndt
31 Barbara Burgess 21 Greg & Colleen Otto

31 Alexander Haake 30 Bill & Sue Wolff

31 Cayce Shaffer

**If we have missed your birthday or
anniversary, please call the church office.



Sun

9:00 am
Worship/Communion

10:30 am
Sunday School/Bible
Study

1"

9:00 am
Worship/Communion

Gideons during Service

10:30 am
Sunday School/Bible
Study

18

9:00 am
Worship/Communion

10:30 am
Sunday School/Bible
Study

25

9:00 am
Worship/Communion

10:30 am

Sunday School/Bible
Study

6:00-7:30 pm-Adult
Confirmation Class

OCHS Softball Practice

6:00-7:30 pm-Adult

Confirmation Class

OCHS Softball Practice

6:00-7:30 pm-Adult
Confirmation Class

OCHS Softball Practice

6:00-7:30 pm-Adult
Confirmation Class

OCHS Softball Practice

Wed

7

6-7:30 pm
Youth Group

6:00 pm

Junior
Confirmation

14

6-7:30 pm
Youth Group

6:00 pm
Junior
Confirmation

21

6-7:30 pm
Youth Group

6:00 pm
Junior
Confirmation

28
6-7:30 pm
Youth Group

6:00 pm
Junior
Confirmation

HAPBY e YEAR
s

6:00/6:30 pm
Board Meetings

Council Meeting

Elder’s Meeting

National Youth
Group Gathering

Sat

3

4:00 pm
Worship/
Communion

10
10:00 am

WOW Meeting
In Fellowship Hall

4:00 pm
Worship/
Communion

17

8:00 am
Men’s Bible
Breakfast

8:30 am-3:00 pm
ConneXion Band

Practice

4:00 pm
Worship/
Communion

24

8:30 am-3:00 pm
ConneXion Band

Practice

4:00 pm
Worship/
Communion

3

4:00 pm
Worship/
Communion
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